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It is so sad that today’s headline news is 2000 plus dead in The Ukraine as we wake today...what makes it 
seem So real and hard-hitting is the speed and premeditation of this onslaught on a modern peaceful country 
that was, until this horror, enjoying a normal life. Our modern communication network with 24 hour news 
coverage constantly brings the reality into our homes and all we can do is go about our day-to-day life utter- 
ing platitudes of sympathy and making money donations or clothing and much-needed supplies in the hope it 
will help in a small way. What we seem unable to address is the sheer madness that allows this to unfold in a 
so-called modern world while we watch helplessly. It underlines the fact that we do not learn. History repeats 
itself while we talk. Pictures of our parliament and world leaders sitting and applauding the speeches of indig- 
nation and expressing their total agreement of sanctions and other ways in which the world is reacting seems 
futile and makes my blood boil. No...! can not see a way in which we can bring it to an immediate halt and ob- 
viously financial constraints are a weapon but while many big-economy countries like China continue to fol- 
low heir own non-condemnation and continue supplying Russia with financial fuel it is as if the rest of the 
world is helpless. It seems as if the world can not even agree with condemning murder and war and instead 
follow their own financial gain . Maybe I’m naive but | really had hoped for world unity against a mad power- 
obsessed tyrant who blatantly has no scruples or morals and | feel many of his troops are young and not in 
possession of the truth , being fed false information. Any protests within Russia are met with long imprison- 
ment sentences and the population are fed anti west propaganda and are unable to access world news now. 
We also forget their terrible death toll in this man-made disaster. Today (7th March 2022) pictures emerged 
of families being killed whilst attempting to escape in a so-called safe evacuation corridor. It appears that this 
was intentional. Gathering evidence of war crimes are being collated but it is obviously of no help at the pre- 
sent time. All | can do is report it as it appears daily to us and hope when this is read it will be resolved with- 
out additional carnage. Every death represents a whole story of despair and sadness. Will we ever learn?? 


...more sad news. Our lovely cousin, Arnon, died on Friday. | was walking on a new path in the Enfield Chase 
London Loop through an area where Lynn and | had planted trees and this seemed a very appropriate place to 
hear this sad news. Arnon, like us, loved the countryside and | will always remember the fantastic time we 
spent together walking in Scotland and in particular on the Isle of Arran. | got this news via Whatsapp from 
daughter Nogga but | don’t know any more information at the moment. This spot will remain a ‘special’ place 

for me...like Heddon’s Valley is a 


place where Lynn and | planted 


trees years ago by the river to re- 

ember both sets of parents and 

also friend Julie. To us this seems a 

fitting memorial...trees, a lovely 
"area and nature 


Such a sad first page of this latest volume and as this is my ‘Photo History’ and 
life goes on, | will continue with photos interspersed with comments as before. 


To prepare for the lads Braughing Walk | did a ‘recce’ with Cyril 


The Bourne brook (known as The ‘Bone’ )was 


very slippery and caused a few misgivings 


Photo History 


A sunny day and a great 
turnout for the main 
Braughing Walk 
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It was pretty muddy 
and poles were the 
order of the day 


The Bourne (Known locally as ‘The Bone’) 
was fuller than usual and took some careful 
balancing along its muddy edges to avoid a 
boot-full. The bridges were a balancing act 


Lunch at The Axe and Compass 
at the end of the walk 


< We had heard about an Italian complex at Bishopsgate which was supposed to 


PRaeet be wonderful so we took the train from Enfield and we weren’t disappointed. It 


was actually on the site of Dad’s old restaurant ‘Delicity’ 
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Eataly was an 
emporium of 
Italian gourmet 
foods and the 
cakes were little 
gems. There was 
a wonderful 
cheese display, a 
small fresh fish 
counter and sev- 
eral restaurants 
and bars. They 
have over 100 
pasta varieties 
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Photo History 


| really liked the 
Broadgate Venus which 
was a fairly new addi- 
tion to Exchange 
Square. 


A 5 ton of copper piece 
it is by an Italian sculp- 
ture who was originally 
enrolled in matador 
school 


Photo History 


Sometimes a normally-busy 
environment has a hidden 
beauty that shows itself 


when devoid of people 


Photo History 


Liverpool Street Station 
from various angles. As 
Britain’s third busiest station, 
it serves around 64 million 
passengers every year, 
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Despite a very large modernisation to the station there is still a lot of 


delightful traditional pieces of the original station in various corners 
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Is this an architects dream ?? It is actually my 
nightmare...but each to his own | guess 


Photo History 


A misty day above Liverpool 
street Station in the City 
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On March 4th 2022 | was very keen to see how the various wood i 
lands that Lynn and | had been involved in planting actually joined up rs 
on the Enfield Chase Woodland Restoration part of The London Loop. 
So, Neil and | walked a small part of it. Taking the tube from 
Southgate to Cockfosters, we walked into Trent Park ...past the new 
Berkeley development (admiring the saplings Lynn and | had got 
Berkeley Homes to reinstate) and onto the secret garden via the for- 
mal garden (that has been improved). From there we climbed up the 
muddy grassy green fire break to the obelisk where we had a well 
deserved bowl of soup. (see Neil relaxing here) Crossing Hadley Road 
we started on the newer part of the London Loop and the signage 
and path were still under construction and was really well planned. 
We walked through the planned woodlands on all sides and the path 
meandered through new drainage/filtration ponds. We were very 
aware now of how much planning had gone into the siting of both 
trees, gullies and ponds. It will look spectacular in the future and | am 
so proud that Lynn and | contributed to this wonderful future asset. 


4 
Welcome to the Enfield Chase Restoration Project where 60 b ae Station 


hectares of publicly accessible woodland have been created 
between 2020 and 2022. The project was delivered by 
Enfield Council with help from partner organisations and the 
community. It is the start of a process to restore the natural 
landscape of this area. 


Come and explore the new and existing woodlands, rivers and 


wetlands. There are opportunities to experience some of the ——_enfeld chase hasalong and varied history, this map abovels an Enfield Council withThames21 and Newly planted areas, Autumn 2021 
history of the 1000 year old former royal hunting ground and —_ outtake from Blaew Atlas Major - 16625, Some aruatner Ban ‘1000's 

learn about the evolving biodiversity and environmental value apa estos ha iceland 

of this landscape for the future 


Public Footpath/cycleway & seating areas 


Recently Planted’ 
Enfield Chase Wor 


Existing Woodlands 


Wetlands forming part of the natural flood 
Management project 


MAN Forestry 
OR OF LONDON of England ENFIELD 


Council 
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It is so good to see the large area now covered by the tree protectors. 
Photo History When one looks inside the tiny whips are so small and insignificant that it 


is hard to realise that there will be a whole woodland here in the future 


Welcome to the Enfield Chase Restoration Project where 60 
hectares of publicly accessible woodland have been created 
between 2020 and 2022. The project was delivered by 
Enfield Council with help from partner organisations and the 
community. It is the start of a process to restore the natural 
landscape of this area. 


Tree Planting 2 
Volunteers " oh 
’ Needed! 


Saturdays, Mondays 
& Wednesdays 
Nov z0z1 - Feb 2022 


Poa ae . 7 ‘ apes at = 


Photo History 


Come and explore the new and existing woodlands, rivers and 
wetlands. There are opportunities to experience some of the 
history of the 1000 year old former royal hunting ground and 
learn about the evolving biodiversity and environmental value 


of this landscape forthe future, 


Photo History 


Yes, maybe there are too many photos here of the 


planted areas but it will be nice to identify these in 


This earthmover below is scooping out the future to see how the woodland is developing 


one of the many new wildlife ponds 
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The path here 
winds its way 
towards the 
Enfield Ridgway 
(opposite the 
Rectory Farm 
Road path con- 
tinuation) 
through these 
previously 
planted wood- 
lands 


t been 


, 


see changes and enjoy the peace 
The back garden of our old house 
‘Birch’ seemed much smaller than 
we remembered it 
| remembered the woods so well but 
that didn’t prevent us from finding it 
difficult to find our way back 


back so we decided to walk for a few 
PE muddy hours in Northaw woods to 
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| have always found the shapes in nature fascinating and none 


more so than the effects of lichen on trees and dead wood 


20 


Simple shots but the colours 


and shapes of nature can not 
be bettered 


Sometimes the weather in March is unpredictable and this Sun- 
day visit to Camden Market was sunny and quite warm 
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Considering how busy the market was, the canal towpath was relatively 


Photo History > quite as we walked to London Zoo and back 


Photo History 


SE ee ee 


On the way to Camden Lynn and | saw this strange 


house with its quirky drain pipe embellishments 


OK...1 promise. No more ‘tree-planting ‘ shots after these 
Photo History 


Lynn and | came to the rescue after the final plating for the year had been accomplished. The large field below 


where Lynn is apparently alone had the bamboo canes dislodged in the wind and Agnes, Nic (with flowing white 


beard) and co-volunteer , John and the two of us rectified the problem and left looking forward to a bowl of 
steaming hot home-made soup and to rest our weary bodies 


_ 


Photo History 


| know that | seem to be ignoring the tragedy that is going on around us but when we go out here it seems like a 
totally different world. Neighbours moving their turf delivery, fellow swimmers laughing and chatting and shop- 
pers going about their daily shop. But...when we all turn on the news we are confronted by the daily terrible death 
toll of innocent citizens of the Ukraine. Today there were translated reports of bodies lying in the streets being 
eaten by starving dogs. The death toll is obviously a sketchy ’guesstimate’ and at least 78 children have been killed 
since the start of the conflict, The long Russian military convey that seemed to have been stalled outside Kyiv now 
seem to have turned back and are now only 15 kms from the capital. The reports of bombed hospitals and people 
sheltering without heating, food and water and are scared to run because of indiscriminate bombing of civilians. 
When we read this later will there have been a world wide anti-Russian feeling...| somehow doubt it. We all have 
remarkably short memories and even yesterday the Evening Standard headline was about ‘Batman, the film. What 
have we become. On the one hand people are so generous in collection of money and aid to be sent whilst mean- 
while the home office of our country are actually withholding visas to potential refugees. The only country to do 
this. | am ashamed and proud that Lynn and | managed to get 7 bags of clothes and necessities to Judy who took 
them to a private plane pilot who flew them to Poland where massive refugee numbers are crossing the border. 


Today.(15th March 2022)..A 35-hour curfew is to be imposed in Kyiv after several tower blocks were attacked by Russian 
forces based outside the city, Mayor Vitali Klitschko has said. 


The country as a whole is wonderful and our beloved Boris has once again managed to take credit for what the citizens do 
‘despite’ his attitude 
More than 100,000 Britons have offered up their homes to Ukrainian refugees, Boris Johnson has said. Hosts will get £350 a 


month tax-free for opening their homes to refugees. Local councils will be offered £10,000 per individual refugee to provide 
them wider support in the UK. 


Additional funding will be provided for children to go to school and all refugees will be able to access all NHS services for free. 


The prime minister said it was "fantastic" and thanked "everyone across the country who has stepped up to offer their help so 


far". 
A website where people can register their interest in providing a home for at least six months to Ukrainians fleeing the war 
with Russia was only launched at 4pm yesterday. 


British vehicles, high-end fashion and art are some of the luxury goods that will no longer be exported to Russia as the West 
continues to attempt to isolate the country after Vladimir Putin ordered the invasion of Ukraine nearly three weeks ago. 


It still seems surreal that so many have fled the Ukraine to neighbouring countries and so many are still cowering in total fear 
in subway stations and basements, unable to get into a ‘safe’ evacuation corridor to flee their home with virtually nothing and 
no-where definite to head for. We watch these scenes and are unable to prevent this. 


There are now an estimated 1.5 million refugees in Poland alone. They cross the border by car, train or on foot and head to 
reception centres in towns and villages along the border. 


| will continue with updates as more news emerges but it seems there will be no quick reversal of Putin’s aggres- 


sion and appeals to him from world leaders are ignored. The main reason behind the seeming lack of action is the 
threat of escalation onto a nuclear platform and no-one wants to be the source of this provocation. Putin knows 
this and is therefore seemingly free to continue in his war on the Ukraine without hindrance. | think other coun- 
tries like Korea and Iran may follow on with this blackmail to further their own unacceptable world standing. 


Both Russia and India have noticeably not condemned Russia as they have a vested interest in remaining silent 
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Photo History 


A fun lunch with Tobs and Wendy...Cyril 
and Viv in March 2022 


Meeting at Judy and Gordon's house we walked via The 
Heath Extension, Hamstead ending at Parliament Hill Field s 
for a great lunch and then back. Weather was great and it 
was a splendid walk 
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The original tree planting in April 2013 were destroyed and Berkeley 
homes assisted us in replanting in November 2020 


Photo History 
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Replanting in April 2013 
November 2020 


..and as they 
are now in 
March 2020 


DP and the kids came here for the weekend in March 22 and also went to 


see Tammy and Larnie. Beau came to the gym with me and Peachy and 


Lynn went shopping...and shopping ...and shopping!! 


Photo History ns eS 
y ‘9 
‘ Mu 


It really was a 
‘smiley’ weekend 


Photo History 


Peachy with 
Larnie 
March ‘22 


Tammy & DP 


March’22 


33 


iio alee | % Si 
LASS] LASER 


a. 


Photo History 


~~ 


March 2022 


It is great to see our kids 


and grandchildren all so 


happy together 


“¥S] It is now almost the end of March 2022 and the terrible war in the Ukraine continues 


The news daily tells of terrible hardships inflicted on a peaceful democratic modern country and | guess when we 
saw pictures from prior to the war it makes it even more real. Modern shopping malls and many well known food 
outlets create a parallel image with cities watching this happening in disbelief. | will try and get photos of before 

and now as some of the bombing has been relentless. 10,000,000 people displaced and refugees arriving in bor- 


Photo History 


dering countries amount to 


US and NATO officials, gave a recent estimate that Russian casualties range from between 3,000 and 10,000. 
Ukrainian officials have claimed the toll is even higher, at more than 15,000. CNN has been unable to verify the 
overall number of Russian deaths. Zelensky said on March 12, that about 1,300 Ukrainian servicemen had been 
killed in action It is unbelievable that we see these statistics and are impotent in any action to prevent this. Lynn 
and | had thought that maybe Putin could be assassinated by an elite guerrilla squad (maybe Mossad) but it has 
been suggested that that or a bomb strike by drone would insti- 

gate an escalation of war even into world war three. We like to Refugees fleeing Ukraine (since 24 February 2022)" 
think that behind the scenes plans are being hatched as it is ob- 3,674,952 

vious that diplomacy is wasted Lest updated 23 Mar 2022 


LATVIA 
DENMARK 


BELARUS RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION 


POLAND 
NETHERLANDS 


GERMAN 
—- Kyiv 
BELGIUM 
wr ‘. 
tlve fA CZECH 


UKRAINE 


im 


Vienie SLOVAKIA 
, ps o 
AUSTRIA 
REPUBLIC OF 
HUNGARY EPUBLICC 


SWITZERLAND ee 


Zagreb 


fe) ROMANIA 


CROATIA 


BOSNIA AND °o 
HERZEGOVINA 


SAN 
MONACO MARINO 


ITALY MONTENEGRO BULGARIA 


GEORGIA 


ALBANIA 


1/4/22 Despite Russian assurances that the thousands sheltering in basements in the devastated city would have 
a safe evacuation route yesterday, as expected this was not the case and bombing continued.Ukrainian Deputy 
Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk said a convoy of 45 Ukrainian buses was on its way to the besieged southern city. She said 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) had confirmed that Russia had agreed to open a humanitarian corridor 
to Mariupol.. Tens of thousands of civilians remain there after weeks of bombardment. . "It's desperately important that this 


operation takes place. The lives of tens of thousands of people in Mariupol depend on it," the spokesperson added 
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Mariupol 


Pop. (2021 est.) 431,859. 


These pictures (not mine) show how |iiaaleltea SeeMAPKET IM Ez 
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March 18th many of the regular 
early morning swimmers met again 
at Delissimo in Southgate for a chat 
and a bit to eat. Great seeing them 
all socially for a change. 


Photo History 


Marion gave one of her informal dinner 


parties where she ‘magiced’ up a really 


super meal which seemed to effortlessly 
appear unaided on the table and equally 
efficiently cleared without any help from 
us. Mike and Kitty Brod, Ennis and Barry 


were also guests there 


Gordon and 
Judy with Nor- 
ma, Renee, 
Walter & Viv 
made a great 


lunch fun 
afternoon here 


CLICK ToDay, 
COLLECT 
TOMORROW 


LEWIS 


& PARTNERS 


CEWIS & PART 


QAPORD STAEET 


Lynn and | went t John Lewis at Oxford Circus 
and had the pleasure of meeting Tammy there 


Yes it was cold but we had coffee 
and cake ‘outside’ on the roof 
terrace 
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Photo History 


Getting older...but still lovely 


41 


..So is Lynn!! 


Yes that was a joke!! 


Photo History 


Every year Lynn and | pay respects to the wonderful daffodil 


lawn at Trent Park and it is (despite the development ongo- 


ing) still a total pleasure 


Our ‘lads’ walk on the last Friday of the month met at Hampstead Station 


Photo History ™ and finished at Blackfriars. Passing through many icons allowed me to pho- 
tograph many previously ’missed’ pubs, houses and often familiar places 


My progress was slow and! had to that | totally felt must go into these volumes . 
catch up with the others on many 


occasions So the following pages 
are mainly of some interesting places 
(which may not be around in years to 
come). | will add a few notes from 
time to time. 


The Clock Tower (former fire sta- 


tion) opposite Hampstead Station 


Burgh House was constructed in 1704 during the reign of 
Queen Anne. At the time of construction the Hampstead 
Wells Spa was flourishing. In 1720 the Spa's physician, Dr. Wil- 
liam Gibbons, moved to Burgh House, which he enlarged. 


S End Road...house 
renovation 


| never 
can get 
bored 
with all 
these 


fantastic 
sights at 
every 


i ny corner 
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— Pee Belsize Park Station 
Photo Historv . 


Belsize Park deep shelter (south), Haverstock 
Hill / Downside Crescent, NW3 


In late 1940, the government decided to build a system 


of deep (air raid) shelters linked to existing underground 
stations. Each deep shelter consisted of two parallel 


The jolly walkers climbing Primrose Hill 


tubes that might be used for future express underground 


lines. It is now used for secure data storage 
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| think that many of the familiar London pubs 
will not be around for much longer so | am 
including shots of their interesting exteriors 


Photo History 


The canal walk from near London Zoo to 
Camden Town alternates from attractive 


to urban sprawl but is always busy 


John and his son who ran an 
artisan gin shop at Camden 
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When the Midland Railway line was laid the 
graveyard was moved and placed around The 
Hardy Tree which slowly enveloped the stones 


Approaching Kings Cross we 
were delighted to see how 
quickly the development has 
gained popularity 


Photo History 


This page shows 
the original Kings 
Cross facade, albe- 
it with additions, 
The old water- 
point, and the 
totally new Francis 
Crick building all 
happily blending 
into the area 


q 


je 


| DALAL 
nema \ 


In 2001, the development of the new 
Channel Tunnel Rail Link terminus meant 
the Waterpoint was threatened with 
demolition. As the building was of such 
architectural and engineering im- 
portance, English Heritage intervened 
and an agreement was reached with Lon- 
don and Continental Rail to find a way to 
move it instead. This new site was found 
700 metres to the north east and the 
journey began. Before moving the build- 
ing a survey was undertaken to see how 
it could be moved. The strength of the 
original lime and cement mortar meant 
that dismantling and rebuilding the Wa- 
terpoint would have caused too much 
damage to the original materials. Instead, 
it was decided that the building would be 
separated into sections, hoisted onto a 
transporter and moved by road. 


...our walk 
continued 


We had planned a trip to Wales via Bristol (seeing the kids and Angela on the 


way there and DP & Binky on the way back) However | got Covid yesterday 
so spent a long while cancelling all our arrangements and hoping that we will 
be able to put it back a week. | was on the allotment on Wednesday and sud- 
denly felt really tired. Digging a potato trench was proving to be hard work. 


Covid had hit me. | came home and took the test (see the result alongside) and it felt like a 
heavy cold but my legs and back were aching and | felt really tired. It is now 3rd April and | 
still feel a bit ‘Zonked’ out. The test still shows | have not got rid of it yet. The weather is 
Covid result sunny but really cold so we will go for a walk (avoiding social contact) 
1st April 2022 : 

Ath April and | felt much better and the test showed negative...BUT..bad news...Lynn 
now tested positive so she is showing the heavy cold and aches and fatigue symptoms . 

Guess as we are in constant contact it was to be expected. 


It seems so weird updating these volumes with what must be termed our ‘normality’ with our daily walks, dinners, illnesses 
etc but in the background the Ukrainian War dominates the news. The latest is that anticipated ‘safe corridor’ supposedly to 
allow besieged people in Maripole to get out of their basements and bomb shelter in the Red Cross convoy of busses to safer 
areas is still not available. 


This is from CNN just now...In Bucha, northwest of the capital, images show civilian bodies strewn across a street following 
the withdrawal of Russian forces, and CNN reporters observed a mass grave in the town, with residents saying they believe at 
least 150 people are buried there. 


The alleged atrocities have drawn international outrage with Western leaders calling for war crimes investigations and in- 
creasing sanctions on Russia. 


The southern coastal city of Odesa came under attack Sunday, with a local official saying a Russian missile strike had hit 
"critical infrastructure." A fuel depot in the city is burning, according to a CNN team on the scene. 


lam only including both of these sides of our life as it puts our world into context now with complaints about airport holiday 
Easter queues vying for headline space with reports of mass rapes of women fleeing the war... 


A crazy , crazy world 


Maybe a reality check might be worth showing 
here. A daily sight on my walk to the pool is 


these nitrose oxide gasses used to fill balloons 
and get a high. These are apparently used by kid. 
I’Il make no comments 


